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Approved Minutes 
Executive Committee 
Academic Senate, University of Dayton 
September 22, 2016 
SM113B 2:00-3:02pm 
 
Present: Paul Benson, Mateo Chavez, Corinne Daprano, Lee Dixon, Susan Elliott (representing 
Emily Hicks) Deo Eustace, Mark Jacobs, Carissa Krane, Andrea Seielstad, Dori Spaulding, Joe 
Valenzano (Chair) 
 
Guest: Caroline Merithew 
 
Absent: Emily Hicks, Jason Pierce 
 
The regular weekly meeting of the Executive Committee of the Academic Senate was held on 
Thursday, September 22, 2:00 – 3:02 p.m., at Saint Mary’s Hall, chaired by Joe Valenzano. Dori 
Spaulding provided the opening prayer.  The minutes of the previous meeting were approved by 
a vote of 9 for and one abstention. 
 
The Committee discussed a letter sent by Danielle Poe, Associate Dean for Curriculum and 
Academic Outcomes in the College of Arts and Sciences, to Joseph Valenzano, in his capacity as 
President of the Academic Senate, seeking clarity regarding the process for establishing an 
undergraduate minor in sustainability, following approval from the Academic Affairs 
Committee.  The Committee concluded that approval by the University Senate is not required for 
the establishment of an undergraduate minor. 
 
The Chair noted that the Academic Senate meeting is scheduled to take place on Friday, 
September 23, pursuant to the revised agenda sent out on September 20.    
 
The Committee continued discussion of the September 8, 2016, letter sent to Joseph Valenzano, 
in his capacity as President of the Academic Senate, regarding the Maternity Leave Policy.  It 
was agreed that the issues raised in the letter warrant additional conversation and the discussion 
will be ongoing.  The Chair will respond to the letter accordingly. 
 
The Committee discussed the role of the Senate in the University's Strategic Visioning process.  
It was agreed that in addition to encouraging individuals to participate in the process, the Senate 
should address the role and importance of shared governance as a component of Strategic 
Visioning.  Joe Valenzano will raise the issue at the September 23 Academic Senate meeting, in 
his capacity as President of the Academic Senate. 
 
Subcommitte reports were made for the Academic Policy Committee, the Student Academic 
Policy Committee, the Faculty Affairs Committee, and the Student Government Association 
(both graduate and undergraduate) by their respective chairs. 
 
Andrea Seielstad made a request to the Chair that a discussion item be added to the agenda of the 
next ECAS meeting regarding the promotion of the Blue Mass, and its relationship to diversity 
  
issues in University communications and events.  The discussion item will be added to the 
agenda. 
 
Caroline Merithew made a request on behalf of the Faculty Board that a member of the 
Academic Senate attend meetings of the Faculty Board, as a guest.   
 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Elliott 
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